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and who with such goodness admonished us all: “Learn from me, because | am meek and
humble of heart!”
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January 13, 1952

| greet you my fellow compatriots in a traditional Polish way: Praised be, Jesus
Christ!
Human being is certainly a masterpiece of Creator’s hands! That is why my patron
saint, philosopher, St. Justin, defending the faith before the Roman Prefect, Junius
Rustic, among others called: Human beings deserve respect and honor because they
have body of earth, mind of the angel and the soul of God! It is forbidden to anyone
to maltreat that body!” For such defense of the human being, of his dignity and
value, the eloquent lawyer was sentenced by the pagan judge to be scourged, which
in those times was something shameful and base, and then to be beheaded with an
axe! Christian faith, and only that faith, teaches that because a human being came
from the hands of God, because the human being possesses in himself a part of God’s
Spirit, therefore he is a temple of the Lord, he is destined for God; he has dignity,
nobility and value which the world does not appreciate and value. Not only these
human attributes aren’t appreciated by the world, but what is worse they are not
appreciated by humans themselves who possess these attributes. Doesn’t a drunkard
a gambler, a loafer, a lazybones a malefactor prove that? Humans are obliged to
respect, and love even himself, with all the attributes and talents with which the Lord
has gifted him, on the condition that we acknowledge that all these gifts and talents
we have received from Divine Providence. That all we have does not come from us.
We did not merit them, that all these gifts place a responsibility on us, and to the
Creator give a right to our love and our deep and sincere gratitude. Unfortunately, on
hand People forget, much too frequently forget about this obligation and on the other
hand disregard God'’s law concerning love and gratitude! The one who knew human
nature very well affirms: “All of human anger depends on removing God from all
good which is in us of which undeniably he is the beginning; depends on liking oneself
on praising oneself, on looking at oneself with some mysterious joy admiring oneself,
as though we were the creators of our own existence and the only constructors of our
own merit instead of giving all praise to God, who is the source of all good!” Humanity
does not want to be conscious and aware. It does not want to learn from the
experiences of past generations.

“BE GOOD!”

The value of material things is subject to many changes depending on many elements!
And so, once the prices go up, then next time they go down. The same thing happens at
The Stock Exchange. The one who today has some shares is considered among the
millionaires. Tomorrow he may become a pauper! Money also is subject to changes.

I needn’t go to foreign countries for proofs. Because here in our country we have some
piece of money! Up to this time it was called by us and other nations the “almighty
dollar!” and that mighty one lost some of that previous value. Because, what can you buy
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presently for a dollar? Every material thing is very unstable in its value, and the one who
possess this thing is filled with worry and fear! The moral and spiritual values are entirely
different. These ennoble, spiritualize and perfect the person. The meaning of these
neither time, changes, social and political changes and upheavals, nor other negative
influences lowered and never will! In the old Hindu books we find, among others, the
following simple, beautiful and full of wisdom story: “By the crib of the newly-born baby
girl three good fortune-tellers stood. Each of them held a gift in her hand for baby’s life’s
way. Above the crib the heavens opened and Sziwa, the omnipotent, all wise and
all just Lord looked benignly down at the newborn. He inclined his head and the first of
good fortune-tellers approached the crib. Bending over it gave the newborn her gift
saying: “Be beautiful! ...” The Sziwa’s forehead occluded! Despite that he smiled
tolerantly and said: “No! Not this! Beauty is short lived, will pass with youth, then
wrinkles will come and with them all kinds of aches and pains typical to advanced age,
which will dim the outlook, the smile loses its charm and its sweetness!” The Sziwa
inclined his head to the second fortune-teller, she bent over the crib and whispered:
“Be rich!” Hearing this Sziwa raised his eyebrows unbelievingly: “No, to this also! Riches
do not bring happiness, but are a source of worry and lack of peace. Too much of it
extinguishes the joy of living, fills one with fear of robbers, makes one jealous of the
richer people and more and more consumes their strength. The two good fortune-tellers
stood to the side. Their faces reflected confusion and fear. The third good fortune-teller
was deeply in thought! Her face reflected uncertainty. If that severe Sziwa rejected the
gifts of the other two good fortune-tellers, he is likely to do the same with hers. Then the
child will go into the world without basic things necessary for a happy life. She bent over
the crib and whispered fearfully: “Be wise!” Even this sincere gift did not appeal to the
to the Sziwa. No, not this. Human wisdom is limited, could be graded. Wisdom of one
could occlude the wisdom of another. The eternal longing of the human heart is to draw
closer to God in wisdom! Unfortunately, such perfection is for humans unattainable!” On
this statement of Sziwa the good fortune-teller moved to the side, confused, and took
the place next to her companions. On this the all wise Sziwa rested his head on his hands
fell into a deep reverie! Shortly, above the head of the sleeping child Sziwa spread his
blessed and blessing hands and with a voice full of emotion solemnly declared: “Dearest
child, not beauty, not riches, nor wisdom, nothing in the earthly life means anything if
one does not have goodness; if he/she is not good! Without goodness, beauty an illusion
of the eyes; riches fill one’s soul with pride, wisdom fills one with haughtiness. On the
other hand, goodness beautifies the face even of the old man; goodness helps poor one
goodness directs one’s life much better than the highest wisdom because God lives in the
good heart! And so my dearest child be good!!” That Hindu legend has such a beautiful
ending. Be good! What does it mean good? One short word. Virtuous, moral, upright, noble,
righteous, pure! This description includes all of man. It covers thoughts and deeds of man!
Don’t be too frightened, because “good” could have all the virtues, on the condition that they
hold pride behind them never let it be close. Sacred Scriptures say that “pride is the beginning
of every sin!” That is why old Tobiah warned his son before pride said: “Pride was the
beginning of all the doom!” Theologians and those trained in spiritual life stubbornly declare
that there is no evil or action so very popularly spread as pride! And we can safely say that
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it was the first sin committed on this earth. “You will be like gods, whispered betrayer-tempter
into the ear of Adam and Eve. They believed that they will be equal to God, the Creator. This is

pride, that presumptuous pride, which made the first parents neglect the prohibition of God,
they ignored it and broke it! Pride, the only one that snuck into heaven and caused the
rebellion of the angels, and exiled them from there! Pride reigns in the world. There is no place
where pride isn’t. She (pride) took abode in palaces and simple houses. People treat each other
contemptuously, nations do the same, because some consider they were formed from a better
piece of clay than others. Some consider themselves as arch men, and consider others as slaves
or as beasts of burden! Despite the fact that pride is so general and so widely diffused, very few
know or acknowledge what pride really means. It is an exaggerated and overestimated of self-
worth, together with denying the proper worship of God. The person who respects himself is
not proud, because all of us deserve respect as creatures and children of God, as members of
Christ’s Body and temples of the Holy Spirit! That we are that, Holy Scriptures confirm it! Proud
is one who overestimates himself and considers himself as someone better than others! To this
type belong the presumptuous, who attribute to themselves all virtues and perfections! They
feel that they deserve a place on a pedestal! On which now stands the “Poverello” from Assisi
or the miracle worker of Padua! Proud person is a thief, because he steals the worship due God
alone. The proud person, ascribes all good things he has to himself and not God! Perhaps he
even admits that these come from God, but then, he deserves them! Perhaps he forgets, that
all goods, natural or supernatural come from God: life, health, food, drink, house, clothing,
mind, deftness, riches, honors, prosperity and happiness at work, piety and virtue — all gifts
from God. That is why St Jacob, the Apostle reminds us, that every good gift comes from above,
from the Father of Light!” It is no wonder that the Apostle of the Nations looking at the proud
called out indignantly: “What do you have that you haven’t taken?” If you have taken, why do
you boast as though you didn’t take?” This is what in one of his sermons Fr. Skarga, the golden
mouthed, said: “You have health, beauty, deftness — all these come from God. You enjoy good
rapport with others, you are well off — these are all God’s gifts. You’re more pious, virtuous,
those, too, are God’s gifts. Therefore you should say with the Apostle: “Thanks to God’s grace
I am what | am!” But because the good you have you attribute to yourself, you are unjust
toward God, you are proud, and according to Sacred Scriptures “beginning of human pride is to
distance oneself from God!” Because the proud person ascribes everything to himself whatever
good he has, therefore he cares little or not at all about the grace of God. That is why, the
proud person prays little and that little is done indifferently, coldly and carelessly! He prays the
way a long ago the Pharisee prayed in the Temple in Jerusalem, and who was so harshly de-
scribed by the Lord himself! The proud person rarely steps inside the church, the most
probably, twice a year, Christmas day and Easters! Perhaps he does it from piety? Never!
Curiosity leads him to the crib, actually, he wants to see if the ox and the donkey ran away, and
whether or not the old uhlans from the heavy artillery keep guard by the tomb of Christ! Proud
person rarely, very rarely enters the confessional, because he thinks of himself as the epitome
of perfection, a model of all virtues! And so the proud and haughty person seeks his own glory
in everything; he ascribes nothing to God. Everything he has, from A to Z, he ascribes to his own
cleverness; listening to him talk, it's not God who created the world as we up to this time
believed! No, never! He is the one who created this marvel, the world! A proud person robs
God of the worship due Him; in addition he ignores and despises the neighbors! Proud person
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thinks very highly of himself, because he thinks that no one else has as many attributes and
virtues, in such a high degree as he does. It seems to him that whatever he does is better than
whatever others do; that he has greater merit and no one is equal to him and thus he has a
greater right to honors more than anyone else! It is no wonder that the proud person looks
down on others, treats them with contempt. He behaves in the way well known to us, the way
well known to us, the way the Pharisee prayed who thanked God out loud that he is not as all
the others, especially that publican, who knowing his misery, frightened by his lacks, stood in
the corner and whispered: “God, be merciful to me a sinner!”- Perhaps now you have a better
understanding of pride. Pride is ugliness. It’s a toad in the world of morality, ugly, hideous toad.
It gives the world multitude of progeny — bugs, which eat the roots of every virtue! Gregory the
Great wrote that “pride is mother to many children!” Somebody else insists that pride is the
queen of all the scoundrels; as soon as she conquers somebody’s heart, immediately she gives
it to seven felons to cause whatever havoc and ruin they can! Don’t tell me that may be that
was true long time ago, but does not ring true in our time! Be careful what you say because this
Moment | will put to you one insistent question: “From where and why it is heard, that
generally, parents are complaining about their children? Parents say that children do not
respect the authority, the age, the office or experience of the parents? Why do children
cynically say that “my old man my old woman is old fashioned” or “the old folks have European
ideas”; or “they are all wet!” Why do school authorities fold their arms in desperation and say
that students are forming bands of mutineers not acknowledging school regulations or
teachers’ authority! Why do the young students form bands of gangsters and underage
criminals? Modern psychologists exerts his mind and gives us hundred reasons for their
rebellious behavior and this revolutionary movement on the part of the children, students, and
American youth! In order to stop the spread of this type of behavior, he suggests new venues of
recreational facilities: swimming pools, new courts, new dance halls. Authorities build, throw
money away, and youth continue in the same way as before! The children and youth have too
much energy in themselves and they need somehow to let it out in the right direction. How?
By frequent dances, balls, friendly walks, excursions? Dances, these have to be modern dances,
because waltzes, polkas, mazurkas belong to ancient times! There have to be modern
orchestras who know modern music, most modern! This music is best rendered by foreigners.
Music howls, the youth jumps, shakes like maniacs, and whistles as though possessed! Among
the dancers a very suspicious individuals are making their rounds. Those are the sellers of
narcotics, agents of half-worlds, who are enlisting new recruits, novices to smoke marihuana,
and use cocaine, morphine, e.t.c.! After such dances, beardless companions take the girls
home! And again, wise or perhaps not so wise psychiatrist goes to his head for wisdom. He
decides that there is a need for more homes of Good Shepherd, more correctional facilities
more city, county, state and federal prisons are needed! Now I shall return to the question

| placed before you at the beginning of this discussion. What causes the children to resist their
parents, to be rebellious, to refuse to obey? Obedience which flows from the natural law, and
clearly enjoined by God’s law. This weird behavior on the part of children and youth toward
parental authority as well any other authority flows from pride, haughtiness! To be obedient to
parental authority or any other authority demands recognition of one’s dependence, demands
humility, lowering one’s will and conform it to the will of others. This is somewhat difficult! Not
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too many know how to do that or perhaps even don’t want to do that. Today children and
youth pay homage to their own mind frequently, the mind not yet developed and place that
mind above any other from centuries past. These modern children and youth believe that

they ate all the minds of the past twenty centuries! A few or several years of personal
experience they place over years and years of experience of others! Isn’t this pride? Isn’t it
haughtiness? Please understand me! God forbid if | should blame and accuse all the children
and all of youth. No! Far from it! We have a multitude of good children and exemplary youth!
For these | have words of acknowledgement and praise! But we have also long lines of
impertinent children and youth and unfortunately their groups are becoming larger! The groups
become larger, not only from year to year, but from day to day! We know this from daily press.
This is also confirmed by statistics from judicial events, especially the courts of the underage
children. I will not go into details today, I'm putting this aside for the future! Among those
subordinates, in every sphere of life, pride brings forth disobedience. This is verified in every
day life of families, priestly life, in religious life in the life of a society! We not only have
disobedient children and youth, but also priests and religious, as well as those holding offices!
In equals pride causes sulkiness, haughtiness, anger, disagreements, quarrels! The best example
a proud husband or a haughty wife! O, yes! A proud husband who in the circle of family, plays
stuffed up dictator! Thunder bolts he hurls at his wife and children; he knows everything, he
understands everything; he, a noble Lord, his wife, a servant, simple laborer, children that’s
only a group of do nothings! The home in which the husband controlled everything became a
Purgatory. There everything is always boiling, and it finally explodes in separation, divorce,
murder! For proofs, check the daily press. What can | say about a family where a proud wife!?
A haughty mother, not so simple, quiet, modest woman, of whom the Scriptures write, to be
Saying it sincerely such a “virago”! Who forgets her dignity, her responsibilities, but goes with
the flow of time, who claims her right to everything; she fights for these rights with anger and
stubbornness. She walks like a small volcano, ready to erupt at any moment! She and only she
is always right. She knows no gentleness, prudence or giving someone a reason of a doubt.
Pride, haughtiness push her onto the rails of selfishness and disagreements! However, she
doesn’t see this! She loses on respect as well as love! Sooner or later under the scepter of a
proud wife, mother, the family kingdom begins to shake and finally falls apart; father perishes
in ruins, as does the mother and children! Judicial chronicles very expressively witness to this
painful truth!! Truly, pride has a very large progeny! Children of pride are: stubbornness,
obstinacy, disagreements, anger, quarrelsomeness, hate, revenge, and the whole line of other
baseness., which only clouds their peace, break their happiness, shorten their lives! The proud,
the haughty, walk a steep and slippery road without exception. At times he twists his ankle,
wobbles a bit and then rolls down and falls! “The Lord will overturn the house of the proud.
There where pride is there will also be disgrace!” “Pride is disgusting before God and people!”
These sentences come from the lips of an inspired wiseman, and have grave meaning and mean
the same today which they meant several thousand years before! That very same wiseman
talking about pride and the proud gives this verdict: “He who will hold on to pride, will be full of
curses, and at the end the pride will overturn him!” A prophet of God thus threatens: “And little
by little the proud will fall and there will be no one to lead him out!” Today’s talk I title “Be
Good!” It is not difficult to deduce from the talk that one cannot be good if one is proud! And
s0? Therefore, one must model his/her life on the One who is an absolute good, infinitely good,




